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Health Impact Ohio’s Work

• Neutral Convener

• Health Equity Focus

• Central Ohio Pathways HUB

• CHW Certification Program

• ***ADD TO TALK ABOUT VISION OF CHWS***



Health Related Social Needs (HRSN)

Social and economic needs that individuals experience that affect their ability 
to maintain their health and well-being. They put individuals at risk for worse 
health outcomes and increased health care use. HRSN refers to individual-

level factors such as financial instability, lack of access to healthy food, lack 
of access to affordable and stable housing and utilities, lack of access to 

health care, and lack of access to transportation.

https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/key-concepts/social-drivers-health-and-health-related-social-needs  

https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/key-concepts/social-drivers-health-and-health-related-social-needs


Senate Bill 332

• Sponsored by Senators Charleta Tavares and Shannon Jones
• Passed on April 6, 2017
• Provided public policy support to decrease Infant Mortality
• Provided the following:
• CHW Certification Standard through the Ohio Board of Nursing
• Certified Pathways Standard
• Provided for reimbursement through Medicaid/Managed Care Plans

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-332

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-332


CHW Certification



CHW Certification Program



CHW Certification





Central Ohio Pathways HUB



Today’s CHW Landscape in Ohio

CHWs only able to bill via 

HUB model in Ohio

HUBs billing MCOs through 

Admin Cap rate in Ohio

Data does not translate to 

payers or providers

Medicare Physician Fee 

Schedule Changes

CHWs not able to stay in 

Community – issue for CHWs and 

community members

Services aren’t billable unless 

medical provider involved



CHW Policies Nationally

California – CHWs can be reimbursed for education; barriers to care; 

SDOH. Must be referred by clinician and overseen by a Medi-Cal enrolled 

community-based org or other entity 

Kentucky – Legislation in 2022 required the State to apply for a SPA or 

waiver to get CHWs reimbursement. Also mandated MCOs CHWs did not 

supersede work of CBO CHWs bill.pdf (ky.gov)

Michigan – To be adding CHW services as benefit in 2023 to Medicaid 

benefits summary

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/recorddocuments/bill/22RS/hb525/bill.pdf


Community Health Equity Collaborative (CHEC) 

Proposal

Legislative Possibilities:
• CHWs bill through designated CBOs

• CHWs in community taking priority over in MCOs

• CHWs as standard in Medicaid benefit

Gravity Project Effort – Standardized 
Data and Process is Key to Effort

Advisory Boards – CHW, Community 
Client, and other CBOs



CHEC in practice

CBOs meeting since May – Including Area Agencies on 
Aging, Food Banks, HUBs and Behavioral Health – 

Concentrating on long term sustainability for Community 

Based Care Coordination and Data Standardization

Gravity Project TA



Why It Matters…

We know CHWs and community-based interventions impact in ways the 
traditional medical system can’t



Why It Matters…

We need to be able to meet people where they are, in ways that are 
meaningful to them.

The way we have been doing things isn’t working, so let’s support, fund and 
emphasize the things that ARE working. 
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